1708]           JONATHAN SWIFT              103

hardly used in his time, but I reckon that his misfortune
not fault, for had they espoused him as cordially as the
other party, he would never have altered anything there
more than In Ireland. But Government must be supported
and It Is a plain case If we will not do It, those that will
must be embraced, and that was the case In Scotland. On
serious reflection I am apt to think that there are hardly
any men less politic for themselves than clergymen and
we perhaps least of any.

I have revolved again and again the oraculous saying of
the great man you mention In your last, and discoursed Mr.
Southwell about it, but cannot unriddle it1 I have thought
of two or three meanings It may have, but they appear to
me either so trifling or so wicked that I cannot allow myself
to think that I have hit right.

We have lately had four young men candidates for
orders amongst the Dissenters here, that have deserted
them, they seem sober and of good sense, but the difficulty
is what to do with them; we are overstocked already, and
we must either maintain them out of our own pockets or
let them starve. I have engaged for one, my Lord Primate
for another, and I hope some of our brethren will come In
for the other two. I heartily recommend you, etc.

Dr. Swift                                            W. DfUBLIH].

Proctors'feast, the day before the previous Commencements, on a young
man proposing a health to the glorious memory of King William, u a
thing so constantly used In Ireland that hardly any entertainment
passes without It/3 Forbes, who was a candidate for an ad eundem
master of arts degree, took occasion to reflect "most rudely and
scandalously " upon that sovereign^ memory. Owing to the heads of
the College not having been acquainted with the facts Forbes was
allowed to take his degree the next day, but was afterwards expeled
from the College and suspended from his degree by them, and sub-
sequently, at a meeting of the Senate of the University, was deprived
of his degree and degraded from his University rights (King's
Correspondence, tinder date 5 August, 1708, and cf. Sttibbs, op. a/.y
p. 152).
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